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PFI Pronto                                         Unit 1, Bible Truth 1, Lesson 2: Story of the Saints

Our story is called: 
 The Case of the Prayerless Man.
As you listen to the story, see if you can fi gure out:
1. Who was the man who wouldn’t pray and who 
wanted him to pray?
2. How did he change and why?

     This story doesn’t take place in Bible times. It takes place 

in the 1860’s in London, England. 

     What a busy, crowded city was London! People rushed 

to and fro on foot and by horse-drawn carriages along the 

cobblestone streets. Clackety-clack! Clackety-clack! You 

could hear the carriage wheels over the streets day and 

night.      

     Our story is about two men: a pastor named Charles 

Spurgeon and a Streetlayer. What is a pastor? He’s a man 

who preaches God’s Word and cares for the people in his 

local church. But Mr. Spurgeon wasn’t just any pastor. He 

was one of the greatest, most famous preachers of God’s 

Word, not only in London, but all over the world! Did you 

know that even today, people still love to read and learn 

from his sermons! 

      But in Spurgeon’s time, people didn’t just read his 

sermons. They went to hear him preach in person. And 

that’s what thousands of people would do every Sunday. 

They would jam into the Metropolitan Tabernacle—

Spurgeon’s church– and listen to him tell about Jesus from 

the Bible. Everyone wanted to hear him preach--even the 

Prince of England himself!  Wow!

      Well, ALMOST everyone wanted to hear Spurgeon 

preach. The other man in our story--the Streetlayer--

certainly did not. Let me tell you about him. A streetlayer 

is someone who lays down the big, heavy cobblestones 

that made up the roads of London. Streetlaying was a 

hard, tiring job, but this Streetlayer was pretty cheerful 

about it.  As he pulled up damaged stones and laid down 

the new ones on the streets of London, he would sing in 

a loud, happy voice. But this Streetlayer didn’t always sing 

as he worked.  If he smashed his hand between stones, his 

happy singing changed to a bad temper and bad words!  

People covered their ears as they listened to the awful 

words that came out of his mouth!

     But far worse than the Streetlayer’s bad words, was 

                 Case Story               

Unit 1 Big Question and Answer: 
How Can I Know What God Is Like? 
He Shows Me What He’s Like!
PFI ESV Songs 1, Tracks 3,4

Unit 1 Bible Verse: Amos 4:13, ESV
“For behold, He who formed the mountains, creates the 
winds, and declares to man what is His thought. The 
LORD, the God of hosts, is His name.”  
PFI ESV Songs 1, Track 5

When God created people, He made them with a special 
heart so they could know and love Him. This isn’t the heart 
that pumps blood through our body. This is something 
very diff erent. We can’t feel this heart inside of us in the 
same way as we feel the heart that beats in our chest. This 
heart is even more amazing! THIS heart will never die--it 
lives forever!  

The Bible also calls this heart, a spirit or a soul. And it’s 
in this very special heart that God reveals Himself to us. 
God’s Holy Spirit works in our heart, helping us to believe 
in God, turn away from our sins and to trust in Jesus as our 
Savior. When we do, God will work in our heart even more, 
making it brand new, and fi lling it knowledge of Him and 
with more love for Him and others.

Bible Truth 1 Bible Verse: Psalm 63:1,5 ESV
“O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul 
thirsts for you; my fl esh faints for you, as in a dry and weary 
land where there is no water...My soul will be satisfi ed as 
with fat and rich food, and my mouth will praise you with 
joyful lips.”

We’re in... Unit 1: The God Who Reveals Himself

We’re learning... Bible Truth 1:  
God Made Our Hearts to Know and Love Him

    Big QUESTION UNder Investigation       

                BIBLE TRUTH                              

                 BIBLE VERSE                           

How do I know this is true? The Bible tells me so!

Adapted from  Religious Stories for Young and Old, vol. IV, 

compiled by Joel Beeke              
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CASE STORY                                               P.2
what was going on in his heart! This Streetlayer may have 

what was going on in his heart! This Streetlayer may have 

been made to know and love God, but he did not want 

know Him...at all!  Yet God, in His kindness, had even given 

this man a wife and three children who loved God. Each 

day, he could watch them and see how good it was to 

know and love God, but still he wanted nothing to do with 

God! What a very hard heart this Streetlayer had!

     No, the Streetlayer didn’t want to know or love God, but 

his family did! They prayed for him and urged him to join 

them in praying and worshiping God, too. But no matter 

what they did or said, the Streetlayer’s answer was always 

the same: “No! I will not pray!”

     And no, the Streetlayer did not care about God, but 

God cared about him. God wanted him to know and love 

Him and He planned to change this stubborn man’s heart. 

And so He did, using a sickness, three pounds (a pound is 

the name of English money, like American dollars), and Mr. 

Spurgeon. 

     It all started when the Streetlayer sat down to eat lunch 

with his family one day.  His wife and children gave thanks 

before eating, as usual. And also as usual, the Streetlayer 

refused to pray with them. His little girl did not like this 

and said, “Mommy, Daddy never prays with  us; you must 

also teach Daddy a little prayer.”

     This made that Streetlayer very mad! He lost his temper 

and yelled at his sweet little daughter, “Say, you little rascal, 

don’t worry about me and my prayers! I will not pray!” That 

silenced them all, but how sad he made his little girl by his 

harsh words!

     The next day the Streetlayer went to work laying 

cobblestones. As usual, he sang cheerfully, until something 

bad happened, then, as usual, out came all those bad 

words again! But then something happened that was not 

usual at all. For in God’s great plan, the Streetlayer was 

working on Mr. Spurgeon’s street that day! 

      Mr. Spurgeon was working in his study when first he 

heard the Streetlayer’s loud singing, and then all those 

bad words.  “This is terrible! I can’t work with that man yell-

ing those bad words outside my house!” Spurgeon said to 

himself. “I must do something about this man, but what? If 

I tell him to stop saying bad words, he probably won’t lis-

ten. Besides, what he really needs is to know the God who 

made him. What shall I do?” 

     Then an idea came to him. He got up from his desk and

went out to the Streetlayer.  “Good morning, sir. I am 

Mr. Spurgeon,” he greeted the man cheerfully. “What 

wonderful work you are doing on my street! It will be 

so much easier to travel on now,” he told the Streetlayer. 

”Everyone enjoys your cheerful singing as you work, but 

sir, when you get angry, your bad words are terrible to 

listen to! I suppose it shall be of no use to ask you to stop 

talking like this because you would not be willing or able 

to stop it. But, may I ask you something: Do you ever pray?”

      “Oh, no, here come more questions about prayer!” thought 

the Streetlayer. “Pray? No, I will not pray!” the man replied 

to Spurgeon. “That would never work for me, because you 

cannot pray and say bad words at the same time,” he said.

     “Listen here,” answered Mr. Spurgeon. “I shall give 

you three pounds in English money, if you will promise 

to NEVER pray in your whole life. I would offer you two 

pounds more if you will promise not to say bad words 

anymore, but I don’t think you will do that. So, let’s just 

leave it at this: these three pounds are yours to keep, if you 

promise to never pray! But, as soon as you pray, you must 

promise me that you will give me back the three pounds,” 

Spurgeon said, as he held out three pounds to the man.

     “What a strange request! Who would expect a pastor to 
ask someone to promise to never pray?!” the Streetlayer 

thought, but that didn’t stop him from wanting all that 

money. “Yes, I give you my word. I will not pray!” he told 

Mr. Spurgeon. He put the money in his pocket and went 

back to work. Mr. Spurgeon went home, too, and waited 

for what would happen next. 

       The rest of the morning, Mr. Spurgeon already noticed 

the Streetlayer’s bad words had stopped. How nice! At last 

he could get good work done! But what had Mr. Spurgeon 

really done? Had he really wanted this man to never pray? 

Didn’t he remember that the Streetlayer had a heart made 

to know and love God? If he wouldn’t pray, how could he 

ever seek after God and know Him? But let’s see what hap-

pens. Perhaps there was more to this promise than first it 

appears.

     The Streetlayer went home to join his family for lunch, 

but this time he didn’t sing as usual. He was worrying 

about his promise to never pray. In his heart the Streetyl-

ayer knew there was a God and he should seek Him. Yet 

he had promised to never speak to this God for just three 

pounds and this bothered him!

    As the Streetlayer joined his family at the table for lunch,  
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he noticed that the chair of his little girl was empty. “Where 

is Mary?” he asked.

     “She’s in bed,” his wife replied. “She had such a bad 

headache this morning that I had the doctor come. She’s 

to rest with a wet cloth on her head,” she replied.

    The Streetlayer worried about his little girl. He thought 

about how he had treated her the day before and 

wished he hadn’t lost his temper with her just because 

she wanted him to pray. He worried about her sickness. 

Would the doctor heal her? Would she die? Could God 

help her if they prayed? But then the Streetlayer’s promise 

to Mr. Spurgeon came to mind:  “I will never pray,” he had 

promised..  So the Streetlayer did not pray.

          The Streetlayer didn’t tell his wife about his promise to 

Mr. Spurgeon or the money, but it bothered him. Would he 

really not ask God to help his sick, little girl…all for three 

pounds and a promise?  Soon he was so upset he couldn’t 

even eat. He went upstairs to see his little girl instead.

       “How are you? Do you have a headache?” he asked. “I 

hope you get better quickly,” he told her.     

     Hello, Daddy,” she sweetly replied. How sick she looked! 

The Streetlayer worried even more for her.

     That afternoon the Streetlayer went back to work, but 

he did little work.  He thought of his sick, little daughter. 

But would he pray for her? No, he would not…He COULD 

not! “I will not pray!” he had promised, but it was getting 

hard to keep it now.

     At the end of the day, the Streetlayer hurried home 

to check on his daughter again. She was sicker! Now she 

thrashed about from side to side in her little bed with a 

terribly high fever. The doctor feared she had meningitis 

and might die!

     At dinner, the youngest boy prayed. “Lord, bless this 

food, and please make Mary better.” 

  The Streetlayer wanted to pray with them, but he 

remembered his promise and forced himself to stop.

     He went to see his daughter. “Oh, Lord,” he began to 

pray; but, quickly he caught himself: “No! I must not pray!” 

He went to the barn, then to the house. He tried to read the 

newspaper. But all he could think about was not praying 

about Mary. “Ah ha! I’ve got it! I cannot pray,” thought the 

Streetlayer,  “but others can! I will get my wife to pray again 

for her. Perhaps this will help me feel better,” he decided.  

    He went straight to his wife and said: “Wife, how is Mary

now? You’ve been praying for her, haven’t you?” 

CASE STORY                                               P.3
         The Streetlayer’s wife could not believe her ears. “When 

did you begin to care that I pray?” she asked him.  Then the 

Streetlayer told her the whole story and together they decid-

ed what to do. 

     The next morning, the Streetlayer went to Mr. Spurgeon’s 

house. “Mr. Spurgeon, here are your three pounds back,” the 

Streetlayer said.  “I cannot keep my promise,” he confessed. 

“I must pray!” He told Mr. Spurgeon about his daughter and 

what the Lord had done in his own heart. Mr. Spurgeon went 

to see little Mary and pray for her, too. 

     What a lot Mr. Spurgeon, the Streetlayer and his family had 

to praise God for! Mary got well. And the Streetlayer turned 

away from his old life of wanting to disobey God and trusted 

in Jesus as his Savior.  No longer was the Streetlayer a man 

who would not pray to God. Now he was a man who knew 

God and loved Him in his heart…and he stayed that way the 

rest of his life! 

Our Bible Truth is: 
God Made Our Hearts to Know and Love Him
Our Bible Verse is: Psalm 63:1,5 ESV
“O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts 
for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land 
where there is no water...My soul will be satisfied as with fat 
and rich food, and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips.”

      Like the Streetlayer, we are made to know and love God. 

And like him, we can know God. How? By turning from our 

sins and trusting in Jesus as our Savior. If we do, God will for-

give us and make us His own special people! He will fill us 

with the Holy Spirit so that we know Him, love Him and live 

for Him more and more! And one day, He will bring us to live 

with Him in heaven, forever happy!    

”
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1. A Question about the Bible Truth, True or False:
God made our bodies with daily needs, but not our 
hearts. We don’t need to spend time with God each day.
Answer: False. Our hearts will grow to love and know God best when 
we spend time with Him each day.

2. Crack the Case Questions:
a. Who was the man who wouldn’t pray and who 
wanted him to pray? 
Answer: The Streetlayer wouldn’t pray to God. His family, Mr. Spurgeon 
(and God!) wanted him to pray.

b. How did he change and why? 
Answer: The Streetlayer became a praying man. His family and Mr. 
Spurgeon prayed for him and encouraged him to pray. God worked in 
his heart, helping him to turn to Him and pray.

3. Fill in the missing words from the Bible Verse: 
Psalm 63:1,5
“O God, you are my God; ___ I seek you; my soul thirsts 
for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a ___ and weary land 
where there is no water...My soul will be ___ as with fat 
and rich food, and my mouth will praise you with joyful 
lips.”
Answers: earnestly; dry; satisfied.

SOMETHING FOR YOU                                      P.4
          SoME QUESTIONS FOR YOU           

       A=Adoration, C=Confession, T=Thanksgiving, S=Supplication

A  God, we praise You for being our Creator who gave us 
a heart to know You. 

C  God, we confess that we are sinners,  like the Streetlayer 
was. And, even though we know that You are the One, 
True God , too many times we still do not seek You as we 
should. We need Jesus to be our Savior!

T   God, we thank You for showing us who you are, 
especially in Jesus. Thank You for showing Yourself to us 
so we can know You.

S   God, we ask that You would work in our hearts that we 
might turn away from our sins and trust in Jesus as our 
Savior. Help us to know You and love You more and more.  

     AN ACTS PRAYER From Our Story         

Be Thou My Vision                                     
PFI ESV Songs 1, Tracks 9,10            
Verse 1
Be Thou my vision, 
O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, 
Save that Thou art:
Thou my best thought, 
By day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, 
Thy presence my light.

Words: Samuel J. Stone    Music: Samuel S. Wesley

God’s people want God to be their vision—the one they 
think about most of all, the one who is the best thing 
they can think of. They keep thinking about Him, both in 
a special time of praying and reading...and all through the 
rest of the day and night. They think about Him and know 
He is with them. His presence guides them, like a light in 
darkness. He lives inside their heart, giving them wisdom 
and showing them what He’s like.
                                                                                                                        

                                                       
      
Oh, God You Are My God                                                  
PFI ESV Songs 1, Track 11

Refrain:
O God, You are my God, earnestly I seek You,
O God, You are my God, earnestly I seek You
My soul thirsts for you, my flesh faitnts for you,
As in a dry and weary land, where there is no water.
My soul thirsts for you, my flesh faitnts for you,
As in a dry and weary land, where there is no water.  

My soul will be satisfied, as with rich food,
My soul will be satisfied, and my mouth will praise you 
My soul will be satisfied, as with rich food,
My soul will be satisfied, and my mouth will praise you. 

Words: Psalm 63:1,5 ESV   Music: Constance Dever ©2012

God made our bodies (or flesh) to need water to live. When 
we go too long without water, such as on a hot summer’s 
day, we get so thirsty that nothing else will do. It’s the same 
with our heart (our soul). God made our heart to need Him. 
Our hearts long to be satisfied by knowing and loving God. 
God’s people especially know this because His Holy Spirit 
lives in their heart.  They praise God because He satisfies 
them like nothing else can. God gave us each a heart that 
desires to know and love Him. When we do know Him, He 
satisfies us in a way that nothing else can. The more we 
know Him, the more joy we have. 

              BIBLE TRUTH Hymn                   

              BIBLE Verse Song                        

Verse 2 
Be Thou my Wisdom, 
And Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee 
And Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, 
I, Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, 
And I with Thee one.


